Quuilter léaids
flag drive for
D.C. families

By SALLY CAFPON
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A fag quilt begun by a Goleta woman for
families of victims of the Sept. 11 Washington,
D.C., terrorist attack has triggered a nation-
wide burst of patchwork patriotism, even
moving veteran East Coast firefighters o
tears.

The Monday after the attacks, Marty Frolli,
a anta Barbara City College Adult Education
euiIting instructor, was driving home when
she saw emergencey vehicles and a man lying
in the street.

Later, on television news, she learned the
vietim was a young man of Middle Eastern
descent who had been beaten.

T wiks just furious,” she said. “What went
through niy head was, Why do people chan-
nel all their energy into something negative™
I wanted to do something positive.”

1 sat down at the and started
drawing a flag” said Mrs. Frolli, charter pres-
ident of the Coastal Quilters Guild. “T had
planned to make one quilt for myselE”

As she began sewing the Aag quilt, her sis-
ter Kathleen Cooney, a nurse at Children's
Hospital in Washington, D.C., wheo lives in
Greenbelt, Md., telephoned,

“1 asked her if they needed any baby quilts
for children of the tragedy,”™ Mrs. Frolli said.
*She told me thers ware no child sundvors™

When her sister asked what she was doing,
Mrs. Frolli told her about the flag. Her sister
replied, “You know, Marty, what would be
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Marty Frolli, front, leads a group of flag-making quilters including, clockwise from top,
Zotta Hanna, Jean MacMillan, Judith Nybakken, Vickie Mahan, Marty Frolli and Diane
Eardley. At left, details from two of the quilts.
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niee is ifyou could get some of the
quilters out there o sliteh up somie
fags and we eould distribube them to
the families of victims.™

Mrs. Frolli immediately went (o
local quilting firiends and (o the 275
member Coastal Quilters Guild, In
juast thiree weeks, anea quillers
furned out dozens af 16-by-24-inch
piecl, while and blue comfiariers.

“W hawe sent 127 30 far,” salbd
Mrs. Frolll “wWe ane shooting for 300
Frosm our guild,”

Mareawer, with her patterm golng
o e gutld s Wb site and word
piczzedd along on quiliers' bulletin
boards, Mrs, Frolll heard from guil-
ters in 16 states and Australia abowt
how o make the quilts and where to
s ther

The number of states “grows dai-

" shve said. As & resull of the tre-
mendous interest in the quilt
project, “It expanded beyond pecple
we o Ly were going to give
them to."”

Flags are now destined for fire-
fighters, police and rescue workers,
Mrs. gave the first quilt to the
Greenbelt Fire Department early
this month. Burly firemen had tears
in their eyes, reported Mrs. Cooaey,
whio is coondinating East Coast dis-
tribution, inchading working with
Rep. Lois Capps’ Washington office.
Mrs Capps, D<Santa Barbara, also
reived @ quilt

Meardy two dozen bramd-mews
quikts wene shown off by Mirs. Frolll
and fellow puild members Wednes-
day ata boeeal quilting store. Equally
tosehing was the quilt backing mate-
rial, which included plctures of fire-
fighters and Americana scenas,
Youngsters in Mrs. McNee's first-
grade class at Monte Vista Schoal
printed their names on the back of
one quilt. A somber backing depicted
the skyline of New York, including
the now-fallen Twin Towers.

"“Wou find backings very diverse,”
said Judith of Goleta.
“They speak to each individual. We
can’t move the bricks. Our caring can
be in our hands."

She al=o makes up kits of red and
ardd Bl fields for
athar quiilters, “IVs fun and iUs ther-

mﬁt.l.

"I hard being on the West Coast.
We wanted to be part of it,” said
Wickie Mahan of Goleta, displaying a
sheaf of flags she made.

“All our Feelings can be put on a
quilt,” sakd Jean Machdillan, also of
Goleta

To determine her design, Mrs,
Fralli went back to high school math
o ealeulate the proportion of the
flag's blue star fiekd to the red and
white stripes. The blue field, she sus-
pected, would be the biggest prob-
lem: “T kneovor quilters, 1 hmew they
were not going to appligue 50 stars. 1
decided to use blue fabric with
ﬂtﬂﬂ."

Dot try to find biue material with
white stars around town. It's sobd ot
== gl word of a new shipment
spresads like wildfire,

A the quilts mubtiplied and U
reality of shipping costs sef in, Mrs,
Frolli started to call loeal shippers to
see il they might join the praject.

“The first person I called was
Chuck Baird at Mailboxes Etc. on
Calle Real.” she zaid. Even bafore
she could give her preparad spesch,
he said QK. Now the packaging —
and shipping — are free,

Mrs, Frolli is reeling from the
averwhelming response,

I somisond had said o me, Coor
dinate a nationwide prajest,’ I would
have said, ‘Wo, thank vow I'm too
h]wI!F

Mow. she said, “It's & labor of love.™

Get involved

@ Blue |zland Quilts in Magnolia
Shopping Canter has flag pattemns
which may be picked up and a
samiple flag on display. Pattems may
also be downloaded from the
Coastal Quilbers Guild Wab site:

hittp:/feoastalquilters.org/,
& you know of

& Monetary donations may be sent
to; Coastal Quilters Guild, P.O, Box
B341, Santa Barbara 93160,

@ Donations of material lor lags

are welcomsa.



